AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 



V (Original) A method for copying the contents of a first virtual disk 
defined by a first table having one or more entries that associate original 
segments of the virtual disk with location in one or more storage containers, 
the method comprising the step of copying the entries of the first table to a 
second table to create a second virtual disk. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
modifying the fh^t table to prevent write operations to the first virtual disk. 

3. (Original) Tfte method of claim 2, wherein the step of modifying the first 
table comprises activation of a Nw state. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the step of modifying the first 
table comprises activationtof an invalid state. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
delaying input/output (I/O) operations to the first or second virtual disk. 

6. (Original) The method of clairn 5 wherein in the step of delaying I/O 
operations comprises delaying I/O operation for a prespecified time period. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 5 furWr comprising the step of 
canceling the delay of I/O operations. \ 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1 further coWrising the steps of: 
receiving a write operation to one of the original segments; 
creating a new segment; \ 

copying the contents at the original segment to theNnew segment; and 
completing the write operation to the new segment. \ 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein a controller stores a first 
copy of the first table, an agent stores a second copy of the first table, and the 
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step ofV;reating a new segment further comprises creating a new segment in 
the first Oppy and transferring data from the first copy to the second copy so 
that the new segment is created in the second copy. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 
receivmg a write operation to one of the original segments; 
creatinaa new segment; 

copying tine contents at the original segment to the new segment; and 
completing, the write operation to the original segment. 

1 1 . (Original) Jne method of claim 10, wherein a controller stores a first 
copy of the first tabla an agent stores a second copy of the first table, and the 
step of creating a new segment further comprises creating a new segment in 
the first copy and transferring data from the first copy to the second copy so 
that the new segment isWeated in the second copy. 

1 2. (Currently Amended) A method for mapping a virtual disk segment to a 
storage location within a storage device, said method comprising the steps of: 

al l ocat i ng creating a new segment of storage space; 

copying an existing virtual segment of data into said storage space; 

updating at least one mapping table corresponding to the existing 
virtual segment of data, said table, having an entry corresponding to the new 
segment of storage space; and 

store the table in memory. 

13. (Original) The system of claim 12. wherein the memory is volatile. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 12, wherein said storage location 
comprises a block of data within the storage\device. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 14, wherein the segment of data is 
about 1 MB. 
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16. (Original) The system of claim 12, wherein the memory resides on an 




agent coupled to the host: 



17. (Original) A method for\maintaining a table for mapping virtual disk 
blocks to storage locations on storage devices within a network, comprising: 

receiving a command from a controller at an agent storing the table; 
activating states within entrftes of the table; 
completing operations at the\able; and 
updating the table in responseNto the command. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 1 A further comprising setting a blocking 
flag until operations are completed. \ 

1 9. (Original) The method of claim 1 7, further comprising obtaining 
mapping information from one of the entries in\the table. 

20. (Canceled) \ 
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